I have been reading with interest the scientific facts and figures being revealed through your esteemed journal. This is marvelous service and contribution to science.
While feeling the positive role that your journal does perform in promoting science in the region, I suggest that it shall be equally useful if the issues of biodiversity in the region and need for its conservation are also being highlighted by this journal.
There is no doubt, or secret about the role of biodiversity in sustaining quality life (UNEP CBD, 2002 ; however, the efforts that required for it to be known to the policy makers in the region (PERSGA, 2002; Chape et al., 2008; ECO, 2004) have not been enough. As per my personal observations through 4 decades, almost 60% of the natural habitats are depleted in Pakistan; other countries of the region being no exception (Ashrafzadeh et al., 2011; NCWCD, 2005) . With loss of natural habitats, the precious biodiversity is also gone (Irshad et al., 2008) . Rather dangerous are the bad practices that we see in the form of unsustainable use of biological resources and other anthropogenic factors including unsustainable agriculture and indiscriminate use of pesticides. Many like me are witness to the plight of many species and populations of precious predators like dragon flies (Roberts, 2012) and efficient pollinators like butterflies just over the last few decades (Dicks et al., 2012; Ghazoul, 2005) . For example, it is established that a mature dragon fly may eat as many as 100 mosquitoes in a day (Fischer, 2008) . Had we good populations of dragon flies, there would have been no fear or problems of malaria or dengue in the region. But being sensitive to pesticide fumes, they have been killed, and being killed, reducing their good populations of the past to just occasional sightings. Since dragon flies cannot breed in polluted waters, their natural propagation has further been hampered by the pollution that we generate and dump in wetland habitats ignoring the ecosystem services these habitats offer (Maltby and Acreman, 2011). Butterflies and bees are equally sensitive to pesticides and they have been affected too. According to rough estimates, almost 40% of the crops are being pollinated by such species. The future of this service could be well visualized (Pena, 2002) .
Large carnivores and ungulates face similar problems across the region (Irshad et al., 2008; Tourenq et al., 2009) . Snow leopard now stays on the list of endangered species and so are many more carnivores and even apparently small and insignificant species that are important to keep the natural ecosystems healthy enough for it to provide its goods and services to the human being (Ashrafzadeh et al., 2011; Pena, 2002) . What is rather dreadful is the fact that we are not left with many ecosystems that could be termed as healthy. With sick ecosystems around us, how do we lead a healthy life? Some of the ungulates in Pakistan are being offered for trophy hunting against a value worth 80,000 USD each. Out of this, 80% of the revenue goes to the community who protect these animals (Shackleton, 2001) . However, there are still loopholes in the system to make this revenue rather sustainable and thus contribute to poverty alleviation in the mountains and remote areas (Michel, 2008) . Other countries of the region may like to start it but if the wild ungulates are not being protected and lost, how may we think of their sustainable uses. Same is the case with several birds and reptilians.
Even if some countries are wise enough to protect land and water--the two basic natural resources, and the biodiversity that these support, there are others in the neighborhood that add to their problems. Though some coordinated efforts are under way (PERSGA, 2002 (PERSGA, , 2004 ECO, 2004) isolated efforts are thus of no great benefits. Policy makers, scientists and managers from across the world gather to measure the progress made on conservation and adopt further measures during the conference of parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) at its 11th meeting. A general need for enhanced cooperation among different institutions as well as countries together with a need of further research in almost all sectors of biological conservation was realized (UNEP CBD, 2012). Though a fact, this is not being depicted the way it should have been, and accordingly, we do not see significant efforts for trans-boundary collaboration among the neighboring countries due to a variety of reasons (Rosen et al., 2011) .
With the above in view and in the hope that greater interests shall be generated in conservation for the benefit of millions in the region, I suggest that biodiversity is also included in the journal.
